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Community Centered
and 

Community  Powered 

Victory 



Collaboration
•WA Immigrant Solidarity 
Network

•NW Immigrant Rights project

•ACLU-WA

•OneAmerica

•WA Defender Association

40+ Immigrant Rights,           

Criminal Justice & Civil 

Legal Aid Organizations 

Across WA State 



Key 
Provisions 



Attorney General Must:

• Issue Model policies to limit 
engagement in civil 
immigration enforcement to 
fullest extent possible for:

• Public Schools

• Health Facilities

• Courthouses

• Entities  must adopt or provide 
reasons why not & alternative 
polices they will adopt



Establishes a 
new state 
wide work 
group tasked 
with: 

• Developing  strategies with business, labor, 
immigrant advocacy organizations to 
support current and future industries;

• Conduct research to strengthen pathways 
for immigrants and enhance partnerships 
with growth industries;

• Support for a statewide effort to provide 
stability and predictability to agricultural 
work force;

• Recommend approaches to attract and 
retain immigrant business owners that 
provide new business and trade 
opportunities. 



No Use of WA resources 
to investigate or enforce 
any federal surveillance 
programs or any other 
laws, policies, rules that 
target people solely on 
basis of:

race,

religion, 

immigration status, 

citizenship or 

ethnic origin. 



Policies must ensure that:

Information collected is minimum 
required;

No disclosure of info unless required;

No condition of services on immigration 
status, citizenship or POB;

All WA Services & programs accessible 
to all WA residents regardless of 
immigration status or citizenship.

All state agencies 

must review 

policies within 1 

year and make 

necessary 

changes 



•Repeals racist laws 
from the 1920’s that 
required identification 
of nationality of 
anyone committed to 
any state or county jail 
or prison and report 
anyone “who 
appeared to be an 
alien” to immigration 
authorities. 



Law Enforcement
Limitations & 
Requirements



NO Inquiring into or collecting place of birth, 
immigration or citizenship status information (unless 
connected to violation of state or local law).

Jail & Law Enforcement 

Prohibition #1



NO providing ICE or 
CBP (Border Patrol) 
notification of a person’s 
date and/or time of 
release from custody.

•Jail & Law 
Enforcement 
Prohibition 
#2



NO Providing non-public personal information 
to ICE or CBP.

Jail & Law Enforcement 

Prohibition #3



NO giving ICE or CBP 
access to interview people 
in  custody about civil 
immigration violations. 

(Written consent required to 
interview about immigration 
crimes like illegal entry or re-
entry after deportation.)

•Jail & Law 
Enforcement 
Prohibition 
#4



NO stopping or detaining someone solely to determine 
immigration or citizenship status.

Jail & Law Enforcement 

Prohibition #5



NO Taking or holding 
someone in custody based 
on a civil immigration 
warrant.

•Jail & Law 
Enforcement 
Prohibition 
#6



NO denying someone services, benefits, privileges or 
opportunities due to presence of an ICE detainer, 
notification request or immigration warrant.

Jail & Law Enforcement 

Prohibition #7



NO Entering into an 
agreement with the federal 
government to deputize 
local law enforcement 
agents to perform 
immigration enforcement 
duties.

•Jail & Law 
Enforcement 
Prohibition 
#8



NO Entering into an agreement with the federal government 
to detain noncitizens for ICE or CBP. 

(Prior IGSA agreements or MOUs terminated by December 31, 2021.)

Jail & Law Enforcement 

Prohibition #9



NO Contract for, or accept 
for free, language services 
from ICE or CBP.

•Jail & Law 
Enforcement 
Prohibition 
#10



Department of 
Corrections 
Exceptions

For people in DOC’s physical 
custody, DOC IS Permitted to: 

• Collect Place of Birth, Immigration & 
Citizenship Status

• Notify ICE of person’s release
• Collect non-personal information
• Allow ICE to interview people who 

have provided written consent to be 
interviewed

DOC is NOT permitted to do any of 
these for people on community 
custody (probation).



Political Strategies 
& Challenges 



Organizing Strategies & Challenges



Building The Defense Line in 

Solidarity 

with Immigrant & Refugee Communities



Story of Self, Us & Now



WAISN’s Mission: is to protect and advance the power of immigrant 

and refugee communities through a multiracial, multilingual and multi-

faith coalition an organizing strategy that educates and mobilizes 

statewide to uphold and defend the rights and dignity of all immigrants 

and refugees, centering the voices of impacted communities. You can 

find more about WAISN online at www.waisn.org

“If you have come here to help me, you are wasting your time. But if you have come because your liberation 

is bound up with mine, then let us work together.” - Lilla Watson

Growing Organizations & Grassroots Capacity 

Statewide

Tracking & Responding to Shifts on Immigration Activity

Leadership Development of Directly Impacted 

Community

Organizing Resources & Services to Empower 

Movement 

http://www.waisn.org/


Building Our Movement

The Trump Factor



A Powerful Statewide Network 

HOTLINE

RAPID RESPONSE

POLICY & ADVOCACY

IMMIGRANT YOUTH ORGANIZING

SOCIAL JUSTICE TECHNOLOGY

LABOR IMMIGRATION



The Washington Deportation 

Machine

Immigration Enforcement

● ICE & CBP is making warrantless arrest at county & city courthouse.

● HSI & ERO is conducting surveillance, auditing, and raids at worksites targeting immigrant workers.]

● Some local Police Departments & Sheriffs are actively colluding with ICE or CBP creating a chilling effect of fear in our 

communities. However, some counties are actively taking steps to build trust in the community, including Olympia, Mattawa, 

Seattle & King County (hopefully others).

● CBP is conducting checkpoints in the Spokane Intermodal Center.

● ERO is conducting mostly warrantless individual pickups and sweeps in certain neighborhoods all across the state, often without 

uniform and attempting to pass as police.

● ICE is requesting of information to public agencies to gather data, including city light providers, employment security department 

and others to build on the database systems.

● ICE is working with private for-profit tech companies including Amazon & Microsoft.



Our Campaign Strategy

Build up on the political momentum to resist Trump’s abuse of power, and funneling it into local & 

state policy wins!

Organizing the field statewide; through local rapid response/deportation defense cases, policy 

campaign trainings, trainings & service tools.

Intentional partnerships with allies & directly impacted community to build political influence. 

Leadership of those directly impacted at all levels of the campaign.

Inside/Outside Strategy - Building a Diverse Coalition



FIELD - FIELD - FIELD

Build Rapid 

Response & 

Deportation 

Defense 

Teams 

Statewide

Connect The 

Dots

Families Belong 

Together 

Campaign

Inside/Outside 

Strategy

Intentional 

Partnerships to 

Build Power



New Communities Engaged 

Field

20 New Rapid 

Response Teams

2,000 Hotline Calls with 

Field Intel

85 Deportation 

Defense Cases

18 Community Policy 

Briefings

2 Regional Gatherings

Allied Org Track

Structure

WAISN Policy Team

ACLU - Legislative 

Strategy 

- Labor 

Immigration -
Bridge Builders to 

Grassroots Groups & 

Key Community 

Partners

Local Membership at 

the Capitol

Families Belong 

Together Campaign

Action
FBT Week of Action -

15,000 People 

Statewide

97 Legislative Visits

Democratic Party 

Accountability Actions

Policy Priority for 

Partners 

5 NVDA - Dream of Our 

Families Actions

Weekly Action Items



Dealing with Compromise

1. Draft Up A Field Driven 

Bill

2. Build Political Clout of 

Support & Hold The Line

3. Gauge the Field on 

Exempt Privisons  

4. Include those Directly 

Impacted in Negotiations

5. Hold The Line

6. Build for Next Legislative 

Session



Indicators of Organizing Impact
Senator (R) 

Maureen Walsh

Walla Walla

Senator (R) 

Curtis King

Yakima

Representative 

(R) 

Drew Stokesbary

Auburn

Representative 

(R) 

Alex Ybarra

Quincy

Senator (R) 

Judy 

Warnick

Moses Lake

Quincy 

Community 

Health Center

Walla Walla 

Immigrant 

Rights 

Coalition

Yakima 

Immigrant 

Response 

Network

Auburn 

Youth United

Quincy 

Community 

Health Center



Lessons Learned

Best Practices



OTHER FIELD ORGANIZATIONS & MORE


