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❖Materials

❖Emerging Issues

❖Areas for Expansion

❖Working with the Client



Total felony sentences 

15,370 

Aggravated sentences 
325

Mitigated sentences
1,123

2024 Statistical Summary of Adult Felony 
Sentencing/CFC





1169  Reasons
1123 Cases
• Interest of Justice (447)

• All parties agreed to mitigated 
sentence (382)

• Part of the plea bargain (283)

→93% of the reasons 
likely involved DPAs 
support



What is 
Mitigation



Why did this happen

Why is it not going to 
happen again

Who is this person today



When Can You Use Mitigation



Anytime



When Can You Use Mitigation

ARR/Pretrial release
Trial – defense theory
Plea bargain- reduced charges/sentence
Sentencing
Resentencing
Early Release (Clemency/6164/Compassionate 
Release)



Sentencing

• Exceptional sentence down (up with reduction)
• Length of comm custody
• Length of confinement
•Conditions of sentence

•Consecutive v. concurrent (vice versa too)

•Alternative sentences

•Alternatives to confinement



Mitigating Qualities 
of Youth

State v. Harris (2024)

c.f.

State v. Carter, Reite
(2024)



SB 5133
(2025)

Parent or Caregiver 
Mitigator



Failed defenses



Personal 
Circumstances



Substance Use



Rehabilitation
Accountability



Cooperation
Turn Self In
Helped Victim



Rehabilitation
Accountability



What else?
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